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ſet forth the authoritie of Parentes 
vpon their children, for gy- 
uing of correction 
vnto them. 


With an addition of a Sermon 
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Tohis louing Friendand 
Coſyn, Ma [ter A. B. 
Race and peace in our Lo2d 
7 and Sauiour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, 
be wyth you and all yours. 
Jam very much grieued, to 
heare of thoſe afflictions of mynde, 
which doe ſo greatly trouble and aps 
paſſionate you, and my deare Coſin 
your wyfc,fo2 the diſobedience of pour 
ſonne towards you . And ſpecially foꝛ 
that you ſtande in ſome doubt wyth 
your ſelfe, in reſpec of his ryper yeres 
nowe, whether you ſhould giue him 
ſuch ſharpe coꝛrection, as wythout 
which, there is little hope of his god 
refoꝛmation: he being nowe entred 
into the age of twentie and aboue. 
Truelp vou muſt take this, to be a iuſt 
puniſhment ſent from God vnto pou: 
in that you haue heretofo2e,ſo careleſs 
Ive let fall the reynes of his gouern⸗ 
ment out of your own hands, and layd 
the ſame ſoloſely in the neck of pour 
youthful ſonne, permitting him withs 
out chaſtiſment,todo what he would : 
A.ii. and 
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and fo followe the lewde affections of 
his owne raſhe will and pleaſures. J 
did alwayes much feare and miſtruſt, 
that this pour ouermuch ſuffraunce, 
woulde bꝛerde and bꝛing fozth at the 
length his great hinderance, much diſ⸗ 
tomfoꝛte to pour ſelfe, and heapes of 
ſoꝛrob to al vs pour faithful friends & 
kinſfolkes. Fo2 who ſeth not, that in 
all things it is moſte plapne and eup⸗ 
dent, both to men of iudgemente and 
learning, but chiefely to men of wiſe⸗ b 
dome and experience, that youth and Hh 
pong things, alwapes haue bene, bee, le 
and euer wilbe ſuch and the like, as in yp! 
and by their education they are taught kr 
and framed, Pea, it is moſt commonly lx 
and in manner continually ſeene, that tw 
nature by the power and ſtrength of al 
education, is oft tymes vtterly chaun- m 
ged and altered to the confrarye , the ar 
phiſtoꝛꝑ of Socrates doth app2oue it: the tu 
minemoꝛpe of Balenus doth thꝛoughlye ar 
confp2me it: and euen in oure owne l 
tyme and age, it is ſo fully wifneſſed, pu 
as it needeth no great argument yn — ſi 
ot | 
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fo2th the ſame. J me ſelfe haue ſene a 
bery mungrell Curre, trapnde vp and 
made to the hurte Deere, ſo excellent, 
ſo perfite and ſo god, as that he was 
bought and ſoulde fo2 rr. angels be- 
twene two bꝛethꝛen. This did educa⸗ 
tion put into him agaynſt nature. A⸗ 
gaine J haue ſœne a moſte fapꝛe and 
bewtifull hounde, and euen of the beſt 
kynde, being bꝛed and b2ought vp to 
lleepe and lodge in a knights Cham⸗ 
ber, and to wapte vppon him there: 
bath vtterly refuſed to hunte, oꝛ to fol⸗ 
lowe the chaſe accoꝛding to his kinde, 
pea, thoughe he was beaten vnto it 
from his mayſters heles right ſharps 
lpe. It is beyonde all beliefe, what a 
wonderfull great foꝛce and power in 
all things hath education, So it is 
moſt certaine, that if there be due care 
and diligence had and vſed , that vers 
tuous and god behaupour be taught 
and louingly cheriſhed: and lewd and 
loſe demeanoꝛ foꝛbidden and ſharply 
puniſhed: the childe which is alwaies 
ſure, to taſt and keceiue the great = 
| urs 
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fure of the kyꝛſt, and not to eſcape foꝛ 
no cauſe the bifter paynes of the ſe- 
conde, will alwapes no doubt gladly 
imbꝛace the one, and wyllingly flye 
the other. Wherfo2e J conclude, that 
if you had bꝛought vp pour ſonne with 
care and dilligence, to reiopce in the 
keare of God, to take pleaſure in meek⸗ 
neſſe and humplitp, to delight in obe⸗ 
dience towards his Parents: and on 
the other ſide to be afrayde to do euill, 
to ſhun diſobedience, and to feare the 
ſmarte of co2rection ; pou ſhould then 
haue felte thoſe comfo2tes, which haps hi 
pye Parentes receyue from their god ax 
and honelt childꝛen : and neuer haue cy 
knowne thoſe ſoꝛrowes, which nowe # 
oppꝛeſſe your harte, foꝛ the griefe ok pe 
your vnruly ſonne. But will you know pt 
the roote and cauſe of all this? Alas 91 
euen pour ſelf,and my ſiely Coſin pour ye 
wyfe, caried on with a fonde loue and de 
a foliſh affection, which euermoꝛe fal ⸗ fu 
leth out to be the childes vtter deſtrut / gi 
tion: you both haue ſuffered him, to jy 
paſſe on plcaſauntly in his owne de® o 
lights: 
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lights: you haue permitted hym, to 
runne the courſe of his own will: pou 
haue foliſhly fo2bo2ne , to ſpende the 
ſharpe rods of coꝛrection, vpon the nas 
ked fleſhe of hys lopnes : pon haue 
fondly pyttied, to ſpylle ſome bloud of 
his bodye , with the ſharpe ſtrypes of 
chaſtiſment: æ what haue pe w2ought 
thereby: you haue pꝛeſerued his ſkyn 
from breaking, hys bloud from ſpyl- 
ling, and his loynes from ſmarting. A 
thꝛee halfpenp matter, vea though hys 
ſkin had bene bꝛoken in peeces, though 
his blod had run downe in ſtreames, 
and though his ſcourged lopnes had 
ſmarted foꝛtp dayes after. Foꝛ now by 
koꝛberaunce of this which is nothing, 
you haue put pour ſonne in hazarde of 
vtter confuſion: you haue heaped your 
owne diſcomfoꝛte and lamentation : 
yea,you haue endaungered pour vtter 
deepe damnation, Foꝛ be yon moſt aſs 
ſured, that befoꝛe the Loꝛde pou ſhall 
giue acount of ſuch carelcſſe and neg⸗ 
lygente bꝛinging vp of your childꝛen, 
ſo muche to their owne deſtruction, 
and 
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and when they periſhe fo2 wante of 
that rodde of toꝛrection, which is com⸗ 
mitted vnto you , and put into pour 
hands, onely to the ende and intente, 
that you ſhould vſe it foꝛ their chaſtiſ⸗ 
mente and god, aſſuredly their death 
and damnation will bee requpꝛed at 
pour handes, and you ſhall aunſwere 
as well fo2 their bodyes, as fo2 their 
ſoules, in that laſt day of iudgement, 
befoꝛe the Tribunall ſeate of GOD. 
But J heare, that now you weepe and 
wayle bitterly foꝛ that which is paſt; 
vou fynde pour owne follye now: por 
repent you of your extreme fondneſſe 
and foliſhe pittie heretofoꝛe: and ik nc 
pour ſonne were in his tender yeares of 
againe: vou ſape that then you would du 
thaſtiſe him with all ſenere ſcourges t 
and caſtigation. Beholde howe one no 
great follye doth acompany an other, Tec 
and that greater then the firſt, Gwd fo] 
L o2de, how wonderfully are you blyn⸗ pu 
ded in that, which is moꝛe cleere than the 
is the light of the none daye. Pour cur 
ſonne is now of twenty veres old and fed 
moꝛe: 
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moꝛe: Is he therfoꝛe fre from the rod 
of co2rection? Js he therfoꝛe now not 
ſubiec to the ſtripes & ſcourges of his 
father? Js he therefo2e not to be ſtrip⸗ | 
ped naked, & to be beaten and whips | 
ped , vntill you haue bꝛoken euen all 
the ſkin ol his bodye , ſpilt the blod of 
his lopnes in abundaunce, and giuen 
him ſo many thouſande ſcourges, as 
that hee may nepther lye noꝛ ſyt with⸗ 
out payne in foꝛtp dayes after: Nap 
hee is nothing at all free from theſe 
thinges, Foꝛ all this is moſt fytte to 
be done, and heis to be haled home 
with violence, and whether he will oz 
not to be taught to obe, by theſmarte 
bol his loynes, and to be traynde to his 
duet by the paynes of his ſcourges. 
Foz when gentle lenatiues will doe 
e no god, to an olde ſoze ouer long neg⸗ 
„lected: you knowe that Coꝛoſiues are 
d to be applped, 4 though alwayes they 
fut the pacient to great paines, vet are 
n they moſte ſure Salues, to heale and 
r cure the wounde. Be not therfoꝛe abu⸗ 
d fed, inbel&uing that your childe be⸗ 
+ B.i. ing 
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ing aboue twenty peres of age, ought 
not therfoꝛe moſt ſharply foꝛ his faults 
fo be ſtourged and puniſhed, In foz- 
mer aces, the ſonnes and daughters 
hauc bene ſubtec to the ſcourges of | 
their Parentes, cucn all their lynes ] 
long. And by the lawes of God, and 
of nations: it remayneth and ought t 
to be ſo ſtyll. 2 not the lawe at y 
this day, fo2 diutrs faults, iudge both U 
the man and woman, cuen naked to I 
be moſt greeuouſly whipped, and that v 
with the ſcourges of whipcoꝛdes knots el 
ted, ſome with a thouſande ftrypes, is 
ſome with moe, and ſome with leſſe, * 
accoꝛding to the qualitie of their off tl 
fence? And is not thinke you, the au⸗ ft 
thoꝛitie of the parents vpon the child, ey 
farre aboue and ſuperioꝛ, beyonde all he 
the lawes poſitiue, that man may ſta⸗ ar 
bliſhe and make? Pou ſhall hearc, ye 
what God himlelfe hath ſette downe (th 
and enacted in his ſacred boke, which vn 
is aboue all carthly lawes and tonſti⸗ da 
futions, And therby ſhall pou plainly he 
perceiue in how great and ſtrayte ſub» en 
iection, 
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ieckion, it is the expꝛeſſe will of God, 
that childꝛen doe ſtand and remain to⸗ 
wards their parents. The text is thus. 
If anye man haue a lunnc that is ſtub- 
borne & diſobedient, which wil not har- 
ken vnto the voyce of his father, nor the 
voyce of his mother, and they haue chaſ- 
tened him, and he would not obey them: 
Then ſhal his father and his mother take 
him, & bring lum out vnto the Elders of 
his Citie, and vnto the gate of the place 
where he dwelleth : and ſhall ſaye vnto 
the Elders of his Citie: This our ſonne 
is ſtubborne and diſobedient, and he 
will not obey our admonition: Then all 
the men of the Citie thal ſtone him with 
ſtones vnto deth. So thou ſhalt take away 
euill from among you: that Iſrael may 
heare it & feare. Here you ſee two things 
are to be noted. Firſt that there be no 
veares excepted: but if he be a ſonne, 
(that is to ſay a child of his parent, foꝛ 
vnder that woꝛd ſonne, both ſonne and 
daughter are equallye tompꝛehended) 
he is faſte bound to the dutye of obedy- 


ence, Let him be of what ycares ſo e⸗ 
ner 


Deutr, 21, 
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ner he may be, ik he be at any time diſ⸗ 
obedient to the voyte of his father, oz 
of his mother, he is ſubiec to their 
chaſtiſmente, The ſecond note is, that 
this diſobedience of the childe to his 
Parente, is a thing ſo hatefull to als 
mighty God, as that he hath pꝛonoun⸗ 
ted by his owne mouth, that ſuche a 
child ſhall dye the death therfoꝛe. Let 
not parentes then be doubtfull oꝛ ſcru⸗ 
pulous , by the ſharpe chaſtiſmente of 
whipping and ſcourges fo co2rec their 
childꝛen, tothe vttermoſt : when by 
their power and authoꝛity ouer them, 
they may foꝛ their diſobedience deliuer 
them vnto death. Fo2 if death be com⸗ 
maunded to the diſobedient childe by 
God himſelf, O ye fond and foliſh pas 
rents, wil ye make any ſcruple pity 03 
compaſſion,tfo ſtrip him naked, to beate 
him, whippe him, and ſcourge him, pea 
not with a thouſand ſtrypes, but euen 
with manye thouſandes and that moſk 
bitterly and ſharply, when gentle ad⸗ 
monitions aud warninges giuen, will 
not pꝛeuaple: Foz. vou knowe what is 

wzitten 
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vꝛitten in the boke of God: He that 


ſpareth his rod, hateth his child, but he 
that loucth him, chaſtiſeth him betime. 
And in an other place. Chaſtice thy ſon 
while there is hope: and let not thy ſoule 
ſpare for his murmuring. This terte 
doth very well foꝛe warne thoſe fonde 
and foliſhe parentes, that wilbe mo⸗ 
ued, to pittie the crycs oꝛ lamentati⸗ 


ons, of their co2reced childꝛen, foꝛ this 
is as much as if he had ſaide: whether 
thy child murmour, oꝛ mutine againſt 


his coꝛrecdtion, whether he reſiſt oꝛ ſet 


himſelf againſt the:whether he make 


mone oꝛ lamentation vnto the : pea, 
though he ſpcake neuer ſo fayꝛe to in⸗ 


treate theꝛ: whether he wape oꝛ waile, 


cry oꝛ exclapme: Finally, whatſoeucr 
ancanc oꝛ monc he make vnto thee, to 
moue theo to that fond oꝛ foliſhe pittie 
oꝛ compaſſion : let thine cares be tilt 
dcate vnto him: and let not thy ſoule 
ſpare, luſtelp to lape on the tharpe 
ſtrypes of co:rcaton,cucn with all the 
might and power that thou canſt giue 
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them. Foz agayne he ſapth: The blew- Drouer. 20 
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neſſe of the wounde doth ſerue to purge 
the euill: and the ſtrypes within the bo- 
wels of the belly. Thys teacheth vs to 
whip and ſcourge ,, not onelp tyll the 

ld runne downe , but euen tyll we 
haue left woundes in the fleſhe : and 
this doth plainly pꝛoue, that the ſcour⸗ 
gings of diſobedient childꝛen, ought to 
be with knotted whipcoꝛdes, and not 
with roddes of byꝛche, which God 
hnoweth vnto a ſhꝛewde bop, is but a 
fiinple chaſtiſment:and in a few dares 
after, is ſone recoucrd and foꝛgotten. 
But thys tert ſapeth, that the ſtrypes 
ſhould be ſuche and ſo ſeuere, as they 
ſhould paſſe and enter cuen into the 
verpe bowels of the bellye : that is to 
ſap, euen the very hart and ſoule of the 
diſobedient chylde , that lyes within 


the bowels, ſhould feele the ſharpneſſe 


of his coꝛredion, it ought and ſhoulde 
be ſo great vnto him. And why? marie 
to ſaue himſelſe from ſhame and cons 
fuſion, and his ſoule from damnation. 
And therekoꝛe in an other place it is 
ſayde: Witlihvlde not correction from 


him 
ſoul, 
eth: 
thee 
ſoule 
be re 
pare 
e 

har 
o2 fi 
o gr 


thy ' 


a 


correction of children, 


thy chylde: ſor if thou {my 'te him with 
the roche, he ſha! not dye. Loe, here is 
a bleſſing p2omiſed to that chylde. 
whome the parents doc mite with the 
rodde of co2reaion 2: and that enen the 
greateſt bleſſing of all bleſſinge 

which is eternall ſaluation. Andisit 
not alſo likewiſe emplped thinke pott 
by this tert? that if this choide be nod 
mitten with the rodde of coeredten 
by his parents, that he is then in daun⸗ 


ger of eternall damnation: Yee, no 


him with the rodde, and ſhalt delvuer his P-over. 23 


doubt it is. Foꝛ in an other place, the 
ſame is plapnelp confy2med to be fo, 
where he ſayth thus: Thou ſhalt ſmyte 


ſoule from Hell. And after thys he ſap⸗ 


eth: Correct thy ſonne, and he will giue Prouer. 9 


thee reſt, and will giue pleaſures to thy 


ſoule. Loe howe he ſayth, that it ſhall 


be reſt and pleaſure to the ſoule of the 
parentes, to co2rert their childe, So as 
er ought to take pleaſure in their 
harpe coꝛrection: bicauſe it is ſo much 
'02 their werte god and behofe : and 
0 greatly ſoꝛ their owne comfoꝛt. And 

there 
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there is no doubt, but that if eyther we H. 
be negligent, and reck not: oꝛ moued £2! 
with fond pittie, and wil not giue that in 
ſharpe and ſeuere puniſhment that we tha 
ought : aſſuredly the fall and confuſion hir 
of that chylde, fhall be requy2ed at our his 
handes in the daye of the Loꝛde: and $i! 
our ſoule ſhall pape the p2ice of his des Ser 
Erucion. And therefoꝛe we ought, not An 
onely fo coꝛrea them, but alſo to in⸗ <2! 
ffrua them, and teache them. Foz all ! 
their whole lyfe, rule, oꝛder, diſpoſitis An 
on, and government, dependeth vppon cha 
vs. And therfoꝛe it is wꝛitten in Ecclc⸗ Wo 
ſiaſticus: If thou haue ſonnes, inſtruct He 
them, and holde their necke from their ted 
youth. The meaning is, kerpe their ther 
neck alwayes vnder the yoke of obedi⸗ ker 
ence and chaſtiſment , And agayne it tere 
followeth: Giue him no libertie in hys 40 1 
youth, and winke not at his folly. And dye; 
after agayne: Bowe downe his necke *9% 
whylehe is yong, and beate him on che bet 
ſydes, leaſt he wax ſtubborne and be diſ- no 
obedicnt to thee, and ſo bring ſorrow toi 


[ 
thyne harte. And lrhewile 1 ofbat 
2 
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. He that loueth his ſonne, cauſeth him oft E le 20 1 
to feele the rod: that he may ioy of him INN 
in the ende. And after this agayne ; He 
that chaſtiſeth his ſonne,ſhall haue ioy in Eccle. zo. 
5 him, and ſhall reioyce of him among 
his acquaintance. And in like ſozte as 
; gapne : Chaſtiſe thy childe and bee dili Eccle. 30. 
gent therein, leaſt his ſhame grieue thee. 
6 And after this agayne : The rodde and 
correction giue wiſdome, but a chylde ſet 
1 at libertie maketh his mother aſhamed, 
- And laſtof all it is witten thus. He. g 
4 that flattereth his ſonne, byndeth vp his cle. zo. 
4 woundes, and his harte is grieued at eue- 
ye crye. Whereby he doth playnely 
ir teache vs: That god anddiſcrete fa- 
ir thers and mothers, they ſhould not flat- 
is ter noꝛ mone their ſonnes and daughs 
it ters: fo2 though their loynes be neuer 
* ſo much ſcourged, and though their bo⸗ 
d dves be neuer ſo blodye beaten: yea, 
ce though their ſydes be full of woundes, 
be bet ſaveth Eccleſiaſticus: Flatter hym 
,C,not, bynde not bp his woundes, be not 
tg moued with anye crye o2 compaſſion 
e zthat he can make vnto ther: but let him 
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ſuffer the extremit of marke, ot᷑ fcours 
ges, and of moſt greeuous papnes foꝛ a 
tyme : that ſo the ſame maybe, (when 
gentle warnings will not pzeuayle) 
molt bitter warning, and a fearefull 
example to hym fo2 euermoꝛe, from 
thencefo2th not to offend in the like as 
gayne. Thus you ſe (god Coſin) how 
needefull and how neceſfary it is: yea, 
howe earneſtty we are tommaunded 
and taught, to vſe all cozrection and 
chaſfiſment vpon our ſons and daugh⸗ 
ters: not only whyle they are in their 
yonger peares, which commonly is acs 
counted tyll they come fo twenty {but 
euen whyle they are our childzen, and 
we their Parents, and that is ſo long 
as we and they doe lyue together. Foz 
it is muche better that the chylde doe 
ferle the ſmarte and paines of the rodde 
with all ſeueritie: then that he be ſuf; 
fred by want thcrof,to run to his owne 
vtter ruine and deſtruction : and ſo te 
b2ing perdition both to hymſelfe, and 
to:htsParentes, to whoſe charge ant 
education God bath committed pour 
nt 
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And now my dere Cofin,J haue here 
let downe vnto you, euen out of Gods 
own boke;what is your bounden duty 
to doe, fo2 the recouering of this your 
loſte thylde : and to ſaue him from de⸗ 
fruction, And that J maye not ſeme to 
ſpende this my labour in vaine : J er- 
hoꝛte vou, and charge pou in the name 
of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that you perfoꝛme it 
vpon him with all ſeueritie. And if my 
foliſhe pittifull Coſin his fonde mo⸗ 
ther, ſhal go about to hynder your god 
purpoſe herein. Shut her farre from 
the place of puniſhment, and from the 
knowledge of pour coꝛredion inten⸗ 
ded, Fo2 you muſt not onely ſhowe 
pour ſelfe a father, but alſo a wiſe and 
a true louing father: your wiſedome 
mult rule and repꝛeſſe the follpe of hys 
mother: pour true loue muſte pꝛouoke 
his moſt ſharpe t ſeuere puniſhmente. 
If vou thus doe, vou ſhall haue comfoꝛt 
and top of him in this woꝛld, and in the 
woꝛld to come alſo, Þe ſhall likewiſe 
be bꝛought home againe, and ſafe, that 
nowe is in daunger to become a loſte 

chylde : 


— . . — — — — 
A Letter touching 


chylde : vou ſhal alſo delpner vonr olon 
ſoule, from the heame burthen of con- 
ſcience, by which you are bounde enen 
dpon payne of damnation , to ſ& hys 
faultes « offences moſt ſeuerelp cha(s 
tiſed and cozrec>cd, The Loꝛde pow2e 
bpon him his grace , and ſende him to 
lyue in the loue and feare of him: and 
then ſhall all things pꝛoſper with 
bim, euen to pour great come 
fo:te and retopſing, 
which G DD 
graunt.A⸗ 
men. 


FINIS. 
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